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1 Introduction
According to the BMVI1 Foreigners fromnon EU/EEC countries can drive for 6monthswith their foreign
driving licence a�er they enter Germany and register their address with the authorities (Anmeldung).
Should you wish to drive beyond that, you will have to convert your licence.2

To convert your licence, the laws di�er from state to state. �is document is mainly to document the
process the author went through to convert their driving licence here in Munich and serve as an English
guide for other Singaporeans coming over to Munich.

It is recommended to go through the whole document to get an overview �rst. �e process is relatively
straightforward, just a lot of waiting.

1.1 Prerequisites
1. You are here on a long term visa (e.g. Work, Study, etc.)

2. You have done your Anmeldung and registered your address with the authorities. Your registered
address is under the administration of Kreisverwaltungsreferat München.

3. You have a valid passport. A Residence Permit or Aufenthaltstitel is a good-to-have but not nec-
essary at this stage.

4. You have a valid physical Singaporean�ali�ed Driving Licence (QDL).

1.2 Key Numbers

Advertised 3 - 4 Weeks
Actual (Author) 10 - 12 Weeks3

We give them the bene�t of the doubt as they did indicate that the validation of the licence will take 3-4
weeks, making a total of 6-8 weeks.

1 www.bmvi.de/SharedDocs/DE/Artikel/StV/Strassenverkehr/gueltigkeit-auslaendischer-fahrerlaubnisse-in-deutschland.html
2 �e author is unfortunately not sure as to whether going back to Singapore and coming back practically (not legally) restarts
the 6 months.

3 �is was a result of the Fahrerlaubnisbehörde driving license authority not ordering my licence a�er the police has veri�ed its
legitimacy, elaborated in Section 3.4
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2 Translation of Licence
Cost 55.00 e

Unfortunately, the translation provided by the Automobile Association in Singapore through the Inter-
national Driving Permit (IDP) is not accepted as a valid translation of the licence. You will need the
following document instead:

Date of issue of SG Licence

Date valid from

SG Licence Card Number

D.O.B.

NRIC Number

NRIC Number

Figure 2.1: Translation. �is will be submi�ed to KVR.

�is may be obtained from any ADAC branch o�ce. �e addresses may be obtained from the ADAC
Website4. �ere are multiple branches within Munich, you can go to any one of them. No appointment
necessary.

A simple translation takes about 30 minutes and can be done on the spot. For complicated cases (e.g.
many complicated licence classes) it takes up to a day.

4 www.adac.de/der-adac/vor-ort/
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3 Applying for a conversion
Cost 35.00 e (Licence ≥ 2 Years)

Cost 35.80 e (Licence < 2 Years)

3.1 Documents Needed
1. Valid Passport

2. Valid physical Singapore�ali�ed Driving Licence

3. 1 physical Biometric Photo (35mm × 45mm)

4. Con�rmation of Anmeldung for your current residence in Munich

5. All con�rmations of previous Anmeldung (should you have multiple) since your arrival in Ger-
many

6. ADAC Translation

7. Additional Medical Documentation if you are converting a Class 4 or 5 Licence (Equivalent to
Classes C and D)

Class 3A licences may or may not be recognized.

3.2 Appointment
Once you have the translation, you need tomake an appointment online atwww.fuehrerscheine-muenchen.
de. Do note that you will have to personally go down for the appointment as a signature from you is
required.

1. Select Online-Terminvereinbarung

2. Under Umschreibung eines ausländischen Führerscheins select Umschreibung eines ausländischen
Führerscheins (kein EU/EWR-Führerschein) beantragen

3. ClickWeiter to bring up available appointments

At this point, you may �nd that there are li�le to no appointments available. Fret not, they do open
some last minute same-day slots in the early mornings every day (read 6 am ish). So check back o�en
to see if they have any new appointments.

3.3 In person process
Once you book your appointment, bring all your documents down to:

Kreisverwaltungsreferat (KVR)
Hauptabteilung II Fahrzeugzulassungs- und Fahrerlaubnisbehörde

Garmischer Str. 19-21
81377 München

Tel: 089 233-96090

�ere will be a security standing outside the main o�ce to guide you.

As part of the application, you will need to submit your original Singapore QDL.�is is so that the local
police can check for its validity. You will get your Singapore QDL back a�er the check is completed.
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�ey will also issue you the following document to prove that your licence is with the authorities. You
may use that document in place of your licence should you wish to drive within this period (so long as
it is within the aforementioned 6 months).

Some personal 

information here

Some personal information here

Figure 3.1: Collection Form

In Germany, the Probezeit or Probation period is 2 years. As the author’s date of application (2019-10-14)
is still within the probation period (from 2018-01-20), it costed 35.80 e instead of just 35.00 e.

A�er you have complete this step, all you have to do is wait for them to notify you via snail mail when
the German Driving Licence is ready for your collection.

3.4 Roadblocks
Unfortunately, it may not be so straightforward. A�er waiting for 2 months, the author did not receive
anything from the KVR. If you encounter something similar, it is crucial to personally go down to their
o�ce to inquire about it.
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In the author’s case, the physical licence was not ordered a�er the police veri�cation was completed
and it resulted in a very long delay. �e o�ce ordered it immediately and issued a provisional licence
(a red piece of paper, Vorläu�gen Nachweis der Fahrerlaubnis). �is document is a valid Driving Licence
within Germany only.

Waiting for the physical licence took a further 2 weeks a�er the inquiry due to the holiday season (hence
the 10 to 12 weeks).

4 Collection of the Converted Licence
�e collection is very straightforward. Once you receive information that your converted licence is
ready for collection (whether online or through snail mail), book an appointment of their website
www.muenchen.de/dienstleistungs�nder/muenchen/10176296/
→ www.muenchen.de/rathaus/terminvereinbarung fs.html?&loc=FS&ct=10176296. 5

On the day of the appointment, go down to the address in Subsection 3.3 with all the necessary docu-
ments, including your Vorläu�gen Nachweis der Fahrerlaubnis, if issued.

Your Singapore driving licence number should be re�ected at the bo�om at the back of your new li-
cence. Refer to websites such as BMVI and Schlüsselzahlen Wikipedia6 for more information on what
everything on your licence means.

5 �ese links may or may not change. Refer to the local government’s website for the most updated information.
6 Just as a starting point, Wikipedia may not be up to date.
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5 Additional Concerns
On Facebook, it was noted by a fellow Singaporean that they faced an issue: “in their records Singapore
driving licenses are only valid for 3 years and they were pre�y rude about it. In the end I veri�ed the
validity of my SG license via the Singapore tra�c police website (where it states the validity of your
license). It’s necessary to be able to communicate this �uently in German (or with a German companion
by your side)”. Hence just as a word of caution, and possibly get a friend that can speak German �uently
to go with you. �anks Lyn.

6 Additional Resources
You may �nd more information at the following links. �ey might be in German:

• www.muenchen.de/rathaus/Stadtverwaltung/Kreisverwaltungsreferat/Verkehr/Fuehrerschein.html

�ere are also a few infosheets a�ached at the end of this document for more detailed information.

All documents are provided on an as-is basis, and serve merely as a guide. �ese documents do not have
any authority. When in doubt, always check with the KVR o�ce themselves.

7 Contributions
�is document and relevant �les are synced with github.com/sunjerry019/SGDEDrivingLicenceGuide.
Feel free to make PRs, raise issues and contact me. All contributions are welcome.
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